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the sugar-crops the expense of oversight, the dilapidation from the ab- 
sence of the owner's care, and the cost of a luxurious mode of life for 
themselves and their families. But this could be effected only by the 
over-working and under-feeding of their operatives to the last degree. 
Moreover, almost all these large estates were mortgaged, and were un- 
der constantly increasing embarrassments, so that their ruin, or that of 
their owners, was not caused, but only hastened, by emancipation. On 
the other hand, it is certain that the freed men of these islands have in 
great numbers become proprietors and cultivators on their own account, 
that a larger variety of agricultural products is raised than formerly, 
that there is an enhanced standard of comfort, intelligence, and morality, 
and that resident and provident white proprietors are able to derive as 
large a proportional revenue from their estates as accrues in any part 
of the world from agriculture under free labor. Still further, as regards 
the great staple, there has been an increased production on all the 
larger islands, Jamaica alone excepted. The average annual quantity 
of sugar exported from Trinidad, Barbados, and Antigua, for the four 
years preceding emancipation, was 89,300,000 pounds; the average 
from 1856 to 1860 was 154,400,000. Before emancipation the annual 
imports of these three islands — which with no great change of popula- 
tion may be assumed as a fair index of expenditure for comfort and 
luxury — averaged $5,140,000; while their imports in 1859 amount- 
ed to $8,940,000. The causes of stagnation and decline in Jamaica 
are such as would have developed themselves had slavery continued. 



27. — Trumps. A Novel. By Geo. Wm. Curtis, Author of " Nile 
Notes of a Howadji," " The Howadji in Syria," " The Potiphar 
Papers," "Prue and I," etc. Splendidly illustrated by Augustus 
Hoppin. New York: Harper and Brothers. 1861. 12mo. pp.502. 

We have been told that some of the characters in this novel repre- 
sent, and to a certain degree caricature persons, living or dead, to 
whom or to whose memory the author owed respectful silence at least, 
if not profound reverence. So far as this is true, we have not a word 
of apology for the book. But, aside from this objection, it seems to us 
the best of Mr. Curtis's works, and among the very best of American 
novels. The good characters are eminently lifelike, and are sketched 
with a hand of equal delicacy and power. The weak, vain, and wicked 
personages are made much more grotesque than in actual life, and yet 
not so grotesque as we have been accustomed to see similar personages 
in Dickens's novels. The plot is ingenious, the denouement is well 
managed, and the conclusion fully satisfies the sympathies and wishes 
of the reader. 



